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Letter from the 2014 Chairman
Dear Tuscarora Area Chamber of Commerce Members,
As I begin my seventh (7th) year as a TAAC
board member I also end two (2) years as the
TACC BOD chair. I became a member of the
Board of Directors for many reasons. I believe in
the Chamber of Commerce and what it can do
for its members and the towns the Chamber represents. When I started with the Chamber I was
the Mercersburg Borough Assistant Manager, and then progressed
to the Borough Manager role. As the dual role of Manager and TACC
Board of Directors Chair I saw the Chamber through quite an array of
changes, challenges, growth and improvements. The Tuscarora Area
Chamber of Commerce is blessed to have such a dedicated and
hardworking executive director in Mary-Anne Gordon. If I do say so
myself the two of us were a dynamic team, but we could not have
accomplished what we did if not for a great Board of Directors along
with a stellar membership.
During my tenure as Chair, I have had the privilege to be an
essential part of procuring a natural gas line to the Landis Drive/
Church Street area of businesses. The Chamber added Springfest to
its list of events, which has grown during the couple of years of existence. Townfest has grown tremendously and could not have happened if we did not have the members and volunteers of the Chamber putting hours of time into this and all of the Chamber events.
We brought back to the Borough the Christmas Tree Lighting which
has become an annual event with huge attendance and participation. In conjunction with the tree lighting the Chamber initiated the
Parade of Wreaths. This also has become an annual event with huge
membership participation. The comments from members have
been overwhelmingly positive. Shop Small is another event that began under my Chairmanship and is a huge added benefit to all of our
downtown member merchants. In a leap of faith, so to speak, the
Tuscarora Area Chamber of Commerce initiated the hugely successful beer and wine festival that was held in addition to Townfest. I
see this event becoming a stand-alone event and anticipate growth
in the next couple of years.
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As Past Chair I am proud of the many benefits that the Chamber offers its membership. We provide
energy procurement along with Health and Business insurance options. The Chamber advocates for their
members on National, State and Local Political levels.
The 2015 Tuscarora Area Chamber of Commerce is in good hands with John Flannery as Chair. I am
happy to hand over the reins to John Flannery. I have had the pleasure of working with John in the Chamber for the past seven years and already feel his positive influence to the Board of Directors and the Chamber membership.
I have seen the Chamber experience huge growth and am ecstatic to have had the wonderful privilege of working with Mary-Ann and all of the Directors to bring this growth to fruition. I know that there
are only positive things in store for the future of the Tuscarora Area Chamber of Commerce.
It has been a pleasure to serve as
Chair for the past two (2) years and I
could not have accomplished so much
without the support and work of dedicated individuals that I have come to know
not only as business associates but
friends, Thank you Mary-Anne Gordon
and Board of Directors for doing such an
incredible job. My only regret is that I no
longer serve as the Mercersburg Borough
Manager. My heart is still with Mercersburg and the Tuscarora Area Chamber of
Commerce and will continue to serve to
the best of my ability as a board member.
Thank you TACC members for believing us.

Fondly,
Tammy M. Oberholzer
TACC 2014 Chair
2015 Past Chair
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2014 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
We Represent TACC members on many regional boards – Your TACC’s
Executive Director is elected to or appointed to these organizations - Tuscarora Area Development Association, President, FCVBI (Franklin County Visitors Bureau Inc.), Vice Chair, FCADC (Franklin County Area Development Corporation), Board Member, FCIDA (Franklin County Industrial Development
Association), Board Member, OSI (Occupational Services Inc.), Board Member, Conococheague Institute, Board Member, Tuscarora Education Foundation, Board Member, Franklin County Council of Chambers Government
Affairs, Committee Member (Dwayne Johnson and Chris Ardinger also represent the chamber on this committee).
Landis Ave gas line project start to finish. - TACC worked diligently for
Choice Collision, Leidy’s Custom Woodworking, Musser Mechanical and the
Moose Lodge with Columbia Gas to bring the natural gas line down Oregon
St. to Church Hill Rd. and up Landis Dr. Using our resources for business development, new business development between Columbia Gas and the 4
customers, price negotiations, government advocacy, we had this completely
installed in 2014. We hope to see extreme financial savings for Choice Collision and Leidy’s Custom Woodworking, with sizable savings for the Moose
Lodge and Musser Mechanical. Future use of the line is expected when the
remaining land is developed.
Small Business Saturday Community Champion Designation. The Tuscarora Area Chamber of Commerce applied for designation as "Neighborhood
Champion" for Mercersburg via American Express and Shop Small partners.
Tuesday, September 9, 2014, the chamber was notified we had been awarded the designation. To learn more about Shop Small visit
https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/Shop-Small/
Marketing partnerships and website development benefiting our
members. Developing and maintaining several websites, Twitter, Eventbrite
and Facebook profiles/pages. We also forged unprecedented press partnerships this year with the inaugural edition of Frank Magazine including a Mercersburg business community profile and 2 beer festival stories, FC Visitors
Bureau annual tourism book full page ad, 103.7 air time for festivals, new
Verstandig radio relationship forged with the Beer and Wine Festival, and
exciting monthly business/event spotlights in both the Echo Pilot and Record
Herald.
Education/Business partnership with TSD. - Mock Interviews were held
with the Junior class for the 7th year and we launched the first Career Exploration Day for 9th Graders.
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2014 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Event Successes – Hosting and coordinating community festivals is the fun part of
the chamber’s mission. We were thrilled to add the first ever Mercersburg Beer and
Wine Festival in September, May’s Springfest doubled in vendor participation and
attendance, the 35th Annual Mercersburg Townfest enjoyed the first time in history
to be sold out 2 weeks prior to the event. It is an honor to host the holidays for Mercersburg for the 3rd year with the Parade of Wreaths and beautiful Christmas tree.
2014’s Parade of Wreaths raised money for better decorations and lights for the
Christmas tree.
Community - The beer and wine festival sold more than 1,200 tickets and had a mission to raise money for the Reese Burdette Fund, a.k.a. Team Reese. Throughout the
afternoon a dedicated group of volunteers sold cigars, local cheese and bologna
trays, and $5 brews. By 4pm they raised $6,542 that has been deposited into the We
Love You Reese account at the First National Bank of Mercersburg.
Supporting Business Investment and Member to Member Networking The chamber celebrated 5 ribbon cuttings; Mooney & Associates Law Offices,
Four Dog Vintage Creations, Mercersburg Printing’s expansion, Taylor’s Discount Guns & Ammo, and Legacy Realty, in 2014. We encourage networking
by hosting a summer mixer at Flannery’s Tavern, several midday lunch
meetings, two holiday mixers (Wilson College and First Community Bank of
Mercersburg), the annual golf tournament in October, the very popular Economic
Partnership Breakfast with the FCADC’s Mike Ross in December and our premier networking event, the Annual Best of Business Awards Dinner & Silent Auction.
Government Affairs – TACC has developed a strong relationship with our region’s
new state elected officials, Senator Eichelberger, Representative Topper and Representative Harris, while maintaining the relationships with Congressman Shuster and
Senator Alloway that we worked hard to create 7 years ago. We also maintained the
communication between local businesses and the school district regarding the proposed tax increase and teacher contract negotiations. Hosted a luncheon, maintained direct contact with school and school board leaders, and posted information
in our newsletter, online and via emails.
Partnership Programs - Chamber members have access to health insurance, business insurance, and power (electricity and natural gas) procurement via our partners; Chamber +, PCI and APPI. Many members have explored options and are saving
money because of this. If you want more information contact our office 328-5827.
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Representative Harris,
Representative Topper &
Senator Eichelberger

2014 Business person of the Year Robert J. Fignar
CEO The First National Bank of Mercersburg
Photo L-R - Tammy Oberholzer, Borough Manager/Chamber Chair,
Robert Fignar, Mary-Anne Gordon TACC Executive Director

2014 Business of the Year
Waste Management, Inc
Center - Patrick Heraty, District Manager at
Waste Management, Inc.

2014 Not for Profit of the Year
MMP&W Volunteer Fire Department
2014 Volunteer of the Year
Center - Chris Ardinger

L-R; Tammy Oberholzer Chamber Chair, Harold Carbaugh, Fire Board Vice President; Greg
Weller, Fire Board Treasurer & Fire CO Captain; Sue McCracken, EMS Chief; Dale Carbaugh,
Fire Chief; Jeff Main, Fire Board President & Fire CO Assistant Chief, Mary-Anne Gordon,
TACC Executive Director

Healthcare reform. Benefit changes.
Mandates. Increased costs.
Your challenges are our strength.
Your business needs more than just healthcare benefits.
You need healthcare solutions.
PA Chamber Insurance not only offers the best in employee benefits, but also the education, information and expertise to guide your
business to benefit success. Backed by the Statewide Voice of Business, the Pennsylvania Chamber, we go above and beyond basic
healthcare.
✓One-on-one recommendation for your business: Whether it is evaluating your current plan, looking at options or assisting
your employees purchasing a plan through the Federally Facilitated Marketplace, we are here to work with you in choosing the best
benefit solution for your company.
✓ACA updates and reform education: The latest updates for businesses on the Affordable Care Act regulations from top
experts, details on any changes to employer requirements and helpful guidance on implementation, useful resources, and summaries
of the healthcare reform law provisions and requirements timeline.
✓Working to repeal the “premium tax,” and other advocacy efforts: We take action to influence public policy and work
to ensure that lawmakers hear the concerns of our members—including those aspects of the Affordable Care Act that hurt business.
As a member of the Affordable Coverage Project, a national group of trade associations and state and local chambers of commerce,
the PA Chamber is working to repeal the health insurance “premium tax” and stop its harsh financial impact on smaller businesses.

We want to work not just with you—but for you and turn your healthcare reform confusion into benefit solutions.
Call PA Chamber Insurance today at 800 755-3021 or visit us online at www.pachamberinsurance.com.

Service. Simplicity. Selection.
417 Walnut Street—Harrisburg, PA 17101 • 800 755-3021 • www.pachamberinsurance.com

APPI
energy

Member Benefits
• Electricity Procurement
• Natural Gas Management
• Energy Efficiency Measures
• Green Energy
“Our youth camp had a choice of energy
consultants and selected APPI Energy because
they compare ‘green apples to green apples’
when evaluating competitive pricing from many
suppliers. APPI Energy’s customer service team
helped us achieve tax exemption status, further
reducing and managing our energy costs.”
Allen Eshleman, Executive Director
Cove Valley Christian Youth Camp
Mercersburg, PA
Tuscarora Area Chamber Member

The association’s trusted
energy consultant

800-520-6685 • www.APPIENERGY.com

